A   HISTORY   OF   MEDICINE
grated with her parents and who received her degree at New
York in I84Q.1 The following year marked the foundation in
Philadelphia of the Women's Medical College of Pennsylvania,
which still flourishes as the first school of medicine to be entirely
reserved for women. In Britain, the first woman to qualify in
medicine was ELIZABETH GARRETT (1836-1917)5 who later became
Mrs. Garrett Anderson, and who encountered many difficulties
before she eventually obtained the diploma of the Society of
Apothecaries in 1865. She was the indefatigable pioneer for the
admission of women to the profession of medicine, and it was as
a result of her efforts, and those of Dr. Sophia Jex-Blake, that the
London School of Medicine was established in 1874. Among the
British universities, Edinburgh University was the first to admit
women students, although for a time they received instruction in
separate classes, and were not accorded the same status as men
until the beginning of the present century. Prominent among
those Edinburgh students was SOPHIA JEX-BLAKE (1840-1913),
who ultimately gained well-deserved recognition after years of
hard effort in the face of much opposition. By the time she
graduated in 1876, the General Medical Council had agreed to
accept women as registered practitioners. Details of the long
and heated controversy regarding the admission of women to
medicine may be found in the Life of Sophia Jex-Blake (1918) by
Margaret Todd.
The Growth of Preventive Medicine
While the practice of medicine and surgery was gradually
becoming divided according to the various special branches, some
of which have been mentioned in detail, there came into being
another " specialty " more important than any other, that of
preventive medicine.
Of course the hygienic needs of the commiinity had been
served long before the nineteenth century. In the days of the
Roman Empire water supplies and sanitary arrangements were
almost as good as those of modern times ; already the State had
begun to assume responsibility for the health of the citizens.
Nevertheless in Britain little attention was devoted to public
health until the attention of humanitarians was attracted to the
1 Elizabeth Biackweli, Pioneer Work for Women, 1895
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